Alternative patulin pathway unproven
Researchers require circumspection when proposing changes to theories including those relating to metabolic pathways. It is essential to confirm that idh is the only route for PAT production in these mycotoxigenic fungi (a) to verify the PCR test based on the idh gene, (b) to develop biocontrol agents without the ability to produce PAT, (c) for chemotaxonomic purposes and (d) for genetic and physiological studies on PAT and secondary metabolism. Stackebrandt et al. (2014) and Perrone et al. (2017) also recommend that unusual fungi from metabolic uniqueness based on (a) the presence of an unreported pathway, (b) modification of an existing pathway, and (c) metabolic differences compared to the type strain be accessed in one, or (better) two internationally-recognised culture collections to enable identity and purity checking. MUM at the address above would be willing to accept these unusual strains described in Rharmitt et al. (2016) for confirmation of identity and further analytical studies by UHPLC DAD. The idh PCR using the original primers in Paterson et al. (2000) to avoid suboptimal binding would be employed. Finally, suggesting a different metabolic pathway for PAT production in these fungi is premature. International Journal of Food Microbiology 269 (2018) 87-88 
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